
Year 3 Welcome Meeting Updates

Hillcross Primary School  

Think, Nurture, Thrive and Be Proud!



Attendance

         

      Think, Nurture, Thrive and Be Proud!
    School Values:  At Hillcross we are aspirational, courageous, honest, respectful and responsible.  

There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a child misses puts them at a disadvantage and can 

affect their educational outcomes. Learning is a cumulative process and therefore it is not just the 7-8 lessons worth 

of learning that a child loses by being absent for one day – not being part of the lesson creates gaps in children’s 

knowledge, skills and understanding that puts them at a disadvantage in future lessons. There is no time in the 

already packed school curriculum for staff to re-teach lessons to children who have been absent. As a result, each 

missed day can lead to progressively lower achievement, a lack of confidence and poor self-esteem. Longer absences 

such as visits to relatives and family holidays compound this significantly, yet there are 175 non-school days a year to 

spend as family time, visits, holiday and other appointments.



• Punctuality is also crucial to ensuring a relaxed and smooth start to the day. The 
staff will carry out specific work every morning with the specific children, so 
please try to arrive as close to 8.30am as you can.

• School starts at 8.30am each morning (indicated by the school bell).  

• At 8.45am a second bell rings and this means that all classroom doors and school 
gates will be locked.  Registers are closed so if you arrive on or after the second 
school bell you will need to take your child to the school office to sign in and they 
will be recorded as late- this can upset children greatly too.

• School finishes at 3pm, gates will open soon before. Children will be dismissed 
directly from their class doors to a known adult. If someone different is collecting 
your child, please inform staff beforehand as we will not let children go with 
another adult without your permission - they will also have to know the unique 
safeguarding password that you put on your school admissions form.

• School gates are closed at 3.10pm so if you do not enter and exit between these 
times, you will have access to the Ashridge entrance only. 

Punctuality

         

      Think, Nurture, Thrive and Be Proud!
    School Values:  At Hillcross we are aspirational, courageous, honest, respectful and responsible.  



Communication

         

      Think, Nurture, Thrive and Be Proud!
    School Values:  At Hillcross we are aspirational, courageous, honest, respectful and responsible.  

There are three places that parents should look to ensure they are kept up to date with all relevant 

information about school life. 
1.       Your My Child At School (MCAS) Account/App – although the App may be more convenient, we recommend that 

families log on to their MCAS account from a desktop as regularly as they can as many parents have told us that this is 

much easier to navigate. 

a.       Announcements are short time related messages/updates that will be automatically removed when they are 

no longer relevant e.g. cancellation of an extracurricular club.

b.       Products/Store: In the Browser, click ‘Products, All’.  In the App, press ‘Store’ at the bottom of the screen 

(Products will appear).  In these sections you will find information about events, purchase opportunities and the 

Hillcross Children’s Fund.  You also book/purchase tickets for school led events from this section e.g. year group 

performances, film nights, discos and contributions to the whole school topic etc.  

Top tip:  If you can only purchase one of these items, it will disappear from the store when you have bought 

it.

c.       Trips: information regarding school trips and visits is sent via email (see section below).  On receipt of the 

email you go to the Trip section and the trip/visit will be in the available section, once you have made your 

voluntary contribution your booking will appear in the enrolled/named section.

d.       Wraparound Care: you would go to this section if you would like to book an ad hoc (one-off) booking for 

Breakfast Club or After School Club (please indicate 5pm or 6pm pick up).  If you would like to book a 

permanent place at either of these provisions you must email info@hillcross to make this request.  You can 

book Holiday club sessions directly from here. 



Communication

         

      Think, Nurture, Thrive and Be Proud!
    School Values:  At Hillcross we are aspirational, courageous, honest, respectful and responsible.  

My Child At School Account/ App Continued

e.  Clubs: information regarding Extra-curricular enrichment clubs is sent via email (see section below).  On receipt of the email 

you go to the Clubs section and the clubs option will be in the available to book at the specified time, once you have booked 

and paid for the club, your booking will appear in the enrolled/named section.  

Top tip 1: This should not be booked as a families childcare option as they can be cancelled at short notice.  

Top tip 2:  Parents should make a note of when the different clubs are and are not running, the ‘next booked session’ will 

tell you when the next session will be. 

f.    Dinner/s: This is where you book your child a school dinner if you would like the kitchen to prepare a meal for them.e.     You 

select the date, choose school meal, halal meal or vegetarian and press submit.  

Top tip 1: Booked meals will then turn green.  

Top tip 2:  It is significantly easier to book this via the browser! e.     You select the date, choose school meal, halal meal or 

vegetarian and press submit.  Top tip: Booked meals will then turn green.  Top Tip 2:  It is significantly easier to book 

this via the browser!

2.       The personal email inbox you used to open your Bromcom account – we will send emails when there is a lot of 

information to share and/or if the message contains information that you may wish to refer back to over time. 

3.       The Weekly Bulletin published every Friday – an announcement is sent to alert you it has been uploaded and you 

can go to the website: Virtual Office; Bulletin/Newsletter to read it.  The link is here for your ease: 

https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/virtual-office/newsletter.  From September we will be able to put the link to the 

Bulletin directly into the announcement.

https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/virtual-office/newsletter


School Uniform

         

      Nurturing our children to think critically and creatively within a collaborative community.
    School Values: aspiration, challenge, compassion, responsibility and respect  

Please remember to label all items of 

your child's uniform - this includes 

shoes, lunchboxes and water bottles.

https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/virtual-office/school-uniform
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/virtual-office/school-uniform


Rosie Wills
Teaching Assistant 

(Both Teams)

Welcome to Year Three 

Rosie Short
 Class Teacher
Team Rowan

Emma Wingate
Class Teacher 
Team Elder

         

      Nurturing our children to think critically and creatively within a collaborative community.
    School Values: aspiration, challenge, compassion, responsibility and respect  

Lauren Jarvis
Teaching Assistant 

(Both Teams)

Carina Morris
 Phase Leader



The Hillcross Curriculum  
At Hillcross we have designed a bespoke curriculum that is reviewed and 

developed over time so that it incorporates all elements of the National 

Curriculum whilst considering the specific needs of the children in our school 

community.  

Careful consideration has been given to what content is crucial for our children 

to learn and the best contexts in which they can learn this.  Our curriculum is 

accessible and relevant to all children and reflects and celebrates the diversity of 

our school community and society as a whole. 

 

As part of our Thinking School status we encourage children to use a wide range 

of vocabulary effectively to think deeply about and discuss what they encounter - 

reading is an integral part of this.  



Monitoring of Progress 
Children’s progress and attainment are measured against statements directly 

linked to the National Curriculum Programmes of Study each term.  This 

performance data and your child’s progress is communicated to parents at 

parents’ evening and in the end of year reports.  

At the end of every term, children will complete a set of NFER assessments in 

maths, reading and SPAG. These assessments monitor their progress and 

understanding of topics covered throughout that term. 

Termly Progress Celebration evenings also offer families the opportunity to 

come in and see the learning in the children's Writing, Maths and Topic books. 

Staff won’t be available to speak to you during these evenings, it is however an 

opportunity for you and your children to sit and look at their learning (and the 

learning environment) together.



The Learning Environment

At Hillcross, we believe the learning environments should be organised to support 

children’s engagement with their learning. A positive and safe learning environment 

will help to ensure children can focus on their learning, develop positive attitudes and 

give them the ‘space’ and confidence to take risks and meet challenges set.

We involve children in the creation their class environment to create a sense of 

ownership which supports teaching and learning and promotes young children’s 

physical, mental and emotional well being. Clear routines and rules will be 

displayed in the classroom to ensure all children are upholding our values and high 

behaviour expectations. The children create the Class Charter (linked to the The 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child- UNCRC) together.



The Learning Environment

The Year Three classrooms are similar to those in Year Two and are designed to support 

learning and critical thinking.

● Each classroom contains a Reading Area designed to foster pleasure for reading 

and providing pupils with access to a range of texts including both fiction and 

nonfiction.

● Thinking Tools are clearly displayed within the learning environment and 

frequently referred to within teaching to ensure that they are embedded within 

the learning.

● The classroom is laid out to provide opportunities for both collaborative and 

independent practice fostering our Habits of Mind of working flexibly and  
interdependently.

● Resources will be clearly organised and labelled so that they can be accessed/put 

away independently by the children. Children will continue to take responsibility 

for maintaining a tidy classroom. 







Our Learning Environments:

Team Elder Team Rowan



Making learning relevant, purposeful and exciting



Making learning relevant, purposeful and exciting



Educational Visits in Year Three

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1

Trip to Lidl 

Caterlink Pizza 
Workshop

British Museum Butser Farm 

Wimbledon 
Synagogue

Morden Hall Park Visit from Portals 
to the Past - Stone 

Age

Wimbledon Synagogue Butser Farm

Morden Hall Park

Portals to the Past

British Museum 



Educational Visits In Year Three



The Hillcross Curriculum

During Year Three, we focus on these 6 topics, as well as trailblazers 
chosen by the children themselves. Trailblazers are topics which the 

children are keen to explore and a decision is reached through a 
democratic vote.

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Supermarket 
Sweep

Rotten 
Romans

Settle 
Down…!

Secret Garden Dig Deep! Whole School 
Topic

Sweeping 

through food 

groups, 

nutrition, 

climates,

exercise & 

making our own 

savoury tarts.

Feasting on the 

Roman Empire,

mosaics and 

myths and

legends.

An invasion of 

Anglo-Saxon

art and culture.

Nurturing green 

fingers with

plants, growth 

and the root of

physical 

geography.

Roaring through 

the Stone

Age and Iron Age 

with rocks

and soils.

Varies every year



The Hillcross Curriculum

The Hillcross website has an abundance of information to inform 
you as parents about your children’s learning. Please take to have a 

look at each of the subjects to find out more.

https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/curriculum
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/curriculum


Knowledge Organisers

Knowledge Organisers are the ‘foot soldiers’ of our curriculum. They are tools to help children 
gain, retain and build the knowledge and skills as set out in our curriculum intent. 

Children not only use these documents to know more and remember more but to make links 
across the curriculum.

We will share the Knowledge Organisers every half term on Google Classroom and the website. 

Uploaded 
each half 
term to 

inform you 
about 

learning.

https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/curriculum
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-3/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1


Knowledge Organisers- here are some examples
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Knowledge Organisers- here are some examples



Times Tables

Children will have learnt their 2, 5 and 10 times tables in Year 2 and they should 
continue to practice these. 

In Year 3, they will learn their 3, 4 and 8 times tables.
In Year 4, they will continue to learn the remaining times tables ahead of the 

multiplication check - a national assessment that takes place in the summer term. 



Times Tables

The children all have access to Times Tables Rockstars. You 
can find their logins in their Reading Records. 

We will be using this as part of our Times Tables pledge in 
school and encourage you to do the same at home!

https://ttrockstars.com


Spelling

Children will learn 
these words across 

Year 3 and 4. 
They will be taught the 

various patterns and 
begin to apply it to 

other words.

We will also focus on 
prefixes, suffixes and 

different word 
endings, eg. sion, ture.



Home Learning

Home 
Learning is 

set on a 
Friday 

afternoon 
via Google 
Classroom 
and must 
be turned 
in by the 
following 

Wednesday 
by 8:00am.

https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/home-learning-homework
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/home-learning-homework


Home Learning

When your child enters Key Stage 2 the homework expectations change slightly. While we understand 
that this may be a new aspect to school life for some, we also understand the importance of learning 
at home and continuing to work on there knowledge and skills with support from parents and 
guardians.



Hillcross has Healthy Schools Status. We are very committed to maintaining this 
standard and aim to promote and support healthy lifestyles and choices for the children, 
their families and ourselves. 

● Year 3 children will engage in two PE sessions each week. PE kits are a vital part of 
school equipment to help teach the pupils about safety, health and hygiene. Year 3 
children will be asked to come into school dressed in their PE kits on a Tuesday and 
Friday. Children will also need to have a pair of indoor plimsolls or trainers to be 
kept in school. These will be worn in the gym as and when the PE session is led in 
here.

● All children should have a balanced diet, which includes plenty of water and fruit, 
alongside their three main meals.  Breakfast is essential and we urge all families to 
ensure their children have a suitable breakfast before coming to school. Throughout 
their day they will have regular access to fresh drinking water via their water bottle 
to keep them hydrated and alert for learning. They are encouraged to bring a snack 
of fresh fruit or vegetable to have at morning break as this is no longer provided in 
Year 3.

Healthy School

         

      Nurturing our children to think critically and creatively within a collaborative community.
    School Values: aspiration, challenge, compassion, responsibility and respect  



Arrival and Dismissal
A smooth and stress free start to the day is essential for the children’s wellbeing and development.  Whilst in the 
playground it is really important that all parents/carers ensure health and safety rules are followed.  Please ensure you 
arrive promptly for the start of the school day. 

Friends of Hillcross (PTA)
We are extremely lucky to have an active and hard working PTA, who organise a number of exciting fundraising activities 
throughout the year.  Every parent or guardian with a child in the school are automatically members of the PTA.  The aim of 
the PTA is to bring together parents, carers, teachers and others in the community who have an interest in supporting the 
school. Our main objective is to enhance the education of the children in the school. We do this by raising funds to enable 
the school to purchase the ‘extras’ that cannot be funded from the school budget.  More information can be found on the 
school website.

Hillcross Children’s Fund 
The purpose of the Hillcross Children's Fund is to provide additional materials and opportunities to enhance the learning 
experiences of our children.  Contributions can be made by clicking on the QR Code displayed on the website and around 
the school, by Parentmail, by cash/cheque, through vouchers from Charity Trusts or by monthly standing order.  We 
recommend setting up a monthly standing order as this is a much easier way to contribute.  We suggest a contribution of 
£10 per month (£120 per year) or you can choose any amount  that is affordable to you.

The 100 Club
The Hillcross 100 Club as a fun way to raise additional funds for the school whilst also giving those who take part in the 
lottery style experience the chance to win some cash prizes. It is a monthly draw.  Parents can pay £5 per month and are 
allocated a number (you can have more than one number if you wish to).  Each month there are three prizes and the more 
members we have the more money you could win.

Other important Information

         

      Nurturing our children to think critically and creatively within a collaborative community.
    School Values: aspiration, challenge, compassion, responsibility and respect  



Collaboration is key
Educating a child is a team effort and all three 
members of the team, child, parent and teacher, 
need to play their part. Each player occupying a 
corner of the triangle has a vital role to play.  Take 
the child out of the picture and everything falls 
flat.  Without the teacher, the triangle falls over 
and the same applies if we remove the parent.  A 
triangle is a stable structure and can take on 
many forms and sizes and, because every child is 
different, it has to be so.
Please refer to our Home School Agreement and 
Acceptable Use Policies (Child and Parent)

Last but definitely not least…

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K1jXJ6MKxYqlQEtnRN2W5vS_GiXPCPaH/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FcI95cVahQWMgUIAPXiF7KwHXvJew_Plh_gLBve6fSQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FZgb4JhvgcNaQV-BenpOsGr1a3DSEdAJbNCqlufJ2cs/edit


Last but definitely not least…




