
Hillcross Primary School  

  
Information for Parents on 

Thinking Maps 



Learning To Think  
and Thinking To Learn 

What are we trying to achieve as a school ? 

• Ensure Children make connections in their learning 

• Create a common visual language for thinking 

• Develop positive attitudes to learning 

• Extending Learning and challenge all 

• Developing flexible thinkers  



Thinking Maps at Hillcross 

• Thinking Maps are a visual tools to help children 
understand the thinking process behind each task. The 
maps act as a visual key to opening deeper thinking and 
enabling children to make connections in learning and 
develop higher order thinking skills. 

• The maps are used across the school from Nursery o Year 
Six. All staff and children are trained in each map to 
ensure they fully understand the thinking process that is 
represented by the map. The Maps are used across the 
curriculum in all curriculum subjects.  

• All Hillcross pupils should be confident in using each map. 
These Maps will be used in school and as a tool for home 
learning. 



What are… 

® 



 

Thinking Maps® is not a 
curriculum, but rather, a set of 

tools to allow teachers to present 
their existing curriculum in a 

more meaningful way. 



36,000 visual messages per 
hour may be registered by 

the eyes. 
 

40% of all nerve 
fibres connected to 
the brain are linked 

to the retina 

90% of all 
information that 
comes into our 
brain is visual 
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For writing down our 
ideas and thinking 



Notemaking Guide for Learning Thinking Maps 

Circle Map 
LOOKS LIKE: 

THINKING PROCESS: 

NOTES: 

Defining in context 

Frame of Reference 

•How do you know this? 

•Where did you get this 
information? 

Subject focus 

Your ideas and 
thinking regarding 

this subject 



Circle Map 

earthworms 

Help plants 

Lives in soil 

slimy Enemies 
are birds 

2,700 kind 

Lay eggs 

Vibrations 

Nocturnal 

No feet 
have hair 

 

 

Need  
moisture 

Tube shaped body 

Science kit Internet 

Teacher Books 

By Alex and 
Michel 





Mathematics 



For describing things 



Notemaking Guide for Learning Thinking Maps 

Bubble Map 

LOOKS LIKE: 

THINKING PROCESS: 

SEE  SECTION 1: 1-18 TO 1-23 

NOTES: 

Describing (adjectives 
or adj. phrases only) 

Attributes: Maths 

Properties: Science 

Adjective, phrase, 
character trait 

Thing you are 
describing 

Adjectives Only! 



• Task ~ Describe the chocolate on your 

table!! 

• Adjectives/ adjectival  

   phrases only. 





For comparing & contrasting 



Notemaking Guide for Learning Thinking Maps 

Double Bubble Map 
LOOKS LIKE: 

THINKING PROCESS: 

SEE  SECTION 1: 1-18 TO 1-23 

NOTES: 

Compare/contrast, 
similar /different 

Unique: Common 

Related to the 
Venn Diagram 

Alike: Different 

Similarities 

Differences 

Colour Code 



Cinderella Mei Ping and 
The Silver 

Shoe 

Step 
daughter 

 

Mean 
Step 

sisters 

Prince 
has 

party 

Lost 
shoe 

Married 
prince 

goose 

Fairy 
God  

Mother 

Old 
lady 

Magic 
Goose 

Feathers 

Shoe In 
hut 

Step 
Daughters 

Older 

Step 
Daughter 
Younger 

Magic  
Wand 

  

 

 

 

 
Mice 

 

Prince 
Went 
house 
to house 

 
By Marisa 



Literature 







For sorting and classifying 



Notemaking Guide for Learning Thinking Maps 

Bubble Map 

LOOKS LIKE: 

THINKING PROCESS: 

NOTES: 

Attributes: 

Properties: 

Adjective, phrase, 
character trait 

Thing you are 
describing 



For sequencing and ordering 
events and thinking 



Notemaking Guide for Learning Thinking Maps 

Bubble Map 

LOOKS LIKE: 

THINKING PROCESS: 

SEE  SECTION 1: 1-18 TO 1-23 

NOTES: 

Attributes: 

Properties: 

Adjective, phrase, 
character trait 

Thing you are 
describing 



For understanding Cause and 
Effect 



Notemaking Guide for Learning Thinking Maps 

Bubble Map 

LOOKS LIKE: 

THINKING PROCESS: 

SEE  SECTION 1: 1-18 TO 1-23 

NOTES: 

Attributes: 

Properties: 

Adjective, phrase, 
character trait 

Thing you are 
describing 

! 



Part to whole 



Notemaking Guide for Learning Thinking Maps 

Bubble Map 

LOOKS LIKE: 

THINKING PROCESS: 

SEE  SECTION 1: 1-18 TO 1-23 

NOTES: 

Attributes 

Properties:  

Adjective, phrase, 
character trait 

Thing you are 
describing 



Seeing Analogies 



Notemaking Guide for Learning Thinking Maps 

Bubble Map 

LOOKS LIKE: 

THINKING PROCESS: 

SEE  SECTION 1: 1-18 TO 1-23 

NOTES: 

Attributes 

Properties: 

Adjective, phrase, 
character trait 

Thing you are 
describing 



In Partnership With Your child 

“Believe in Yourself and Reach for 

the Stars!” 


