
Year Two Welcome Meeting

Hillcross Primary School  

At Hillcross we nurture our children to think critically and 
creatively within a collaborative community.



• Attendance at school is paramount to ensuring your child continues to learn and develop. If 
children miss sections of their learning it can become difficult to ensure they catch up on 
missed skills. Children benefit greatly form consistent periods of time in school. 

• Punctuality is also crucial to ensuring a relaxed and smooth start to the day. The staff will 
carry out specific work every morning with the specific children, so please try to arrive as 
close to 8.30am as you can.

• School starts at 8.30am each morning (indicated by the school bell).  

• At 8.45am a second bell rings and this means that all classroom doors and school gates will 
be locked.  Registers are closed so if you arrive on or after the second school bell you will 
need to take your child to the school office to sign in and they will be recorded as late- this 
can upset children greatly too.

• School finishes at 3pm, gates will open soon before. Children will be dismissed directly from 
their class doors to a known adult. If someone different is collecting your child, please inform 
staff beforehand as we will not let children go with another adult without your permission - 
they will also have to know the unique safeguarding password that you put on your school 
admissions form.

• School gates are closed at 3.10pm so if you do not enter and exit between these times, you 
will have access to the Ashridge entrance only. 

Attendance and Punctuality
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School Uniform
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Please remember to label all items of 

your child's uniform - this includes 

shoes, lunchboxes and water bottles.

https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/virtual-office/school-uniform
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/virtual-office/school-uniform


Holly Arnot
Class Teacher (Thursdays)

Team Cedar

Welcome to Year Two 

Isobel Desa
Teaching Assistant 

(Both Teams)

Carina Morris
Class Teacher and Phase Leader

Team Cedar

Angela Smith
Teaching Assistant 

(Both Teams)
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Jane Buckett
Class Teacher

Team Yew



The Hillcross Curriculum  
At Hillcross we have designed a bespoke curriculum that is reviewed and 

developed over time so that it incorporates all elements of the National 

Curriculum whilst considering the specific needs of the children in our school 

community.  

Careful consideration has been given to what content is crucial for our children 

to learn and the best contexts in which they can learn this.  Our curriculum is 

accessible and relevant to all children and reflects and celebrates the diversity of 

our school community and society as a whole. 

 

As part of our Thinking School status we encourage children to use a wide range 

of vocabulary effectively to think deeply about and discuss what they encounter - 

reading is an integral part of this.  



Monitoring of Progress 
From Year One, children’s progress and attainment are measured against 

statements directly linked to the National Curriculum Programmes of Study 

each term.  This performance data and your child’s progress is communicated to 

parents at parents’ evening and in the end of year reports.  

Termly Progress Celebration evenings also offer families the opportunity to 

come in and see the learning in the children's Writing, Maths and Topic books. 

Staff won’t be available to speak to you during these evenings, it is however an 

opportunity for you and your children to sit and look at their learning (and the 

learning environment) together.

At various points across the year, you will either be invited into school or be able 

to see them in videos (via Google Classroom) to celebrate learning. This includes 

a Christmas Carol Service and Year 2 performance in Spring term.



KS1 Sats 

Although end of KS1 assessments became non-statutory from 
the 2023/24 academic year onwards, we will continue to 
assess the attainment and progress of our Year 2 children 
using previous end of KS1 assessment frameworks and 
optional SATs papers which the children will sit in the Summer 
term.

The children will complete:
2 x reading papers
1 x math arithmetic paper
1 x math reasoning paper
1 x spelling paper
1 x punctuation and grammar paper



The Learning Environment
At Hillcross we believe the classroom (or any given learning environment) should 

be organised to support children’s access to and engagement with their learning, 

helping to build the children’s independence as a learner.  A positive and safe 

learning environment will help to ensure children can focus on their learning, 

develop positive attitudes and give them the ‘space’ and confidence to take 

risks and meet challenges set.

We involve children in the creation their class environment to create a sense of 

ownership which supports teaching and learning and promotes young children’s 

physical, mental and emotional well being. Clear routines and rules will be 

displayed in the classroom to ensure all children are upholding our values and 

high behaviour expectations. The children create the Class Charter (linked to the 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child- UNCRC) together.

An environment is not just a physical space; it is a ‘feeling’, a ‘place to be’.





Educational Visits in Year Two

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1

London bus tour Florence 
Nightingale 

Museum

Christmas Journey 
at St Martins 

Church

iMax cinema Year 2 Great Fire of 
London 

performance 

African drumming 
and dance 
workshop



The Hillcross Curriculum

During Year Two, we focus on these 6 topics, as well as trailblazers chosen 
by the children themselves. Trailblazers are topics which the children are 

keen to explore and a decision is reached through a democratic vote.

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

London 
Landmarks 

Hearts and 
Lanterns 

Under the Sea Disaster Strikes A Journey to 
Discovery 

 Whole School 
Topic 



The Hillcross Curriculum

The Hillcross website has an abundance of information to inform 
you as parents about your children’s learning. Please take to have a 

look at each of the subjects to find out more.

https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/curriculum
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/curriculum


Knowledge Organisers

Knowledge Organisers are the ‘foot soldiers’ of our curriculum. They are tools to help children 
gain, retain and build the knowledge and skills as set out in our curriculum intent. 

Children not only use these documents to know more and remember more but to make links 
across the curriculum.

Uploaded 
each half 
term to 

inform you 
about 

learning.

https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/curriculum
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/year-groups/year-1/knowledge-organisers-autumn-1


Knowledge Organisers- here are some examples



Knowledge Organisers- here are some examples



Home Learning

Home 
Learning is 

set on a 
Friday 

afternoon 
via Google 
Classroom 
and must 
be turned 
in by the 
following 

Wednesday 
by 8:00am.

https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/home-learning-homework
https://www.hillcross.merton.sch.uk/our-learning/home-learning-homework


Home Learning

When your child enters Key Stage 1 there will be statutory home learning set for them each week. 
While we understand that this may be a new aspect to school life for some we also understand the 
importance of learning at home and continuing to work on there knowledge and skills with support 
from parents and guardians.



•
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A Day in the Life
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Routines

Encouraging independent self-care skills will build on the expectations from reception in 
terms of looking after belongings, organising personal possessions and using the toilet.  
The children will enter their classroom independently, ensuring they have all the required 
equipment for the day. Please help your child to be organised.
● Children in Year Two will be required to bring in a Hillcross water bottle or coloured 

water bottle each day. These should be clearly named. 
● The Year Two children will be using the outside learning area as much as possible and 

should bring a coat and/or sunhat each day into school.
● Children should bring in a small Hillcross rucksack. They should keep their Yellow 

Reading Record book in their bag everyday, as this is where the teacher will record 
how the reading session went and provide a focus for you to work on . We ask that all 
parents write / sign their child’s Reading record daily to inform staff of how their 
child’s reading skills are developing. Staff will then reply to any messages and 
questions in this book on your child’s day. There aren’t necessarily specific days that 
your child will read,  as on some days the teacher could read with 8 children, but on 
another only 2 due to events taking place. Please return it daily.
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Hillcross has Healthy Schools Status. We are very committed to maintaining this 
standard and aim to promote and support healthy lifestyles and choices for the children, 
their families and ourselves. 

● Year 2 children will engage in two PE sessions each week. PE kits are a vital part of 
school equipment to help teach the pupils about safety, health and hygiene. Year 2 
children will be asked to come into school dressed in their PE kits on a Wednesday. 
Children will also need to have a pair of indoor plimsolls or trainers to be kept in 
school. These will be worn in the gym as and when the PE session is lead in here.

● All children should have a balanced diet, which includes plenty of water and fruit, 
alongside their three main meals.  Breakfast is essential and we urge all families to 
ensure their children have a suitable breakfast before coming to school. Throughout 
their day they will have regular access to fresh drinking water via their water bottle 
to keep them hydrated and alert for learning.

● Fruit is provided by the government fruit scheme and children in Year Two will 
continue to have access to this daily. Please don’t send in additional fruit for your 
child. 

Healthy School
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Friends of Hillcross (PTA)
We are extremely lucky to have an active and hard working PTA, who organise a number of exciting fundraising activities throughout 
the year.  Every parent or guardian with a child in the school are automatically members of the PTA.  The aim of the PTA is to bring 
together parents, carers, teachers and others in the community who have an interest in supporting the school. Our main objective is 
to enhance the education of the children in the school. We do this by raising funds to enable the school to purchase the ‘extras’ that 
cannot be funded from the school budget.  More information can be found on the school website.

Hillcross Children’s Fund 
The purpose of the Hillcross Children's Fund is to provide additional materials and opportunities to enhance the learning experiences 
of our children.  Contributions can be made by clicking on the QR Code displayed on the website and around the school, by 
Parentmail, by cash/cheque, through vouchers from Charity Trusts or by monthly standing order.  We recommend setting up a 
monthly standing order as this is a much easier way to contribute.  We suggest a contribution of £10 per month (£120 per year) or 
you can choose any amount  that is affordable to you.

The 100 Club
The Hillcross 100 Club as a fun way to raise additional funds for the school whilst also giving those who take part in the lottery style 
experience the chance to win some cash prizes. It is a monthly draw.  Parents can pay £5 per month and are allocated a number (you 
can have more than one number if you wish to).  Each month there are three prizes and the more members we have the more 
money you could win.

Other important Information
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Collaboration is key
Educating a child is a team effort and all three 
members of the team, child, parent and teacher, 
need to play their part. Each player occupying a 
corner of the triangle has a vital role to play.  Take 
the child out of the picture and everything falls 
flat.  Without the teacher, the triangle falls over 
and the same applies if we remove the parent.  A 
triangle is a stable structure and can take on 
many forms and sizes and, because every child is 
different, it has to be so.
Please refer to our Home School Agreement and 
Acceptable Use Policies (Child and Parent)

Last but definitely not least…

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K1jXJ6MKxYqlQEtnRN2W5vS_GiXPCPaH/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FcI95cVahQWMgUIAPXiF7KwHXvJew_Plh_gLBve6fSQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FZgb4JhvgcNaQV-BenpOsGr1a3DSEdAJbNCqlufJ2cs/edit

