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What is happening to our world? 

 Our world is slowly being destroyed by humans 

 Pollution is on the rise 

 Some places are over-populated 

 Factories give off harmful chemicals including carbon dioxide 

 Areas are being bulldozed and covered by plastic greenhouses to save water, deep in the ground 

 Deforestation is occurring where trees are being burnt in rainforests or cleared for cattle, soya 
beans, timber or to make roads 

What is ocean pollution 
and how is it affecting our 
world? 

 Ocean pollution is a 
mixture of: toxic 
metals, plastics, 
chemicals, petroleum, 
pesticides, fertilisers, 
agricultural run-off, 
sewage and much 
more.  

 These substances, 
used and spread by 
humans, enter the 
ocean and cause 
harmful effects in 
these environments.  

What is deforestation and how is it affecting our world? 

 Deforestation is when humans cut down or burn down large areas of forests to make space for 
farmland, plantations, or to use the trees as fuel.  

 Trees take in carbon dioxide and gives off oxygen which is needed by humans to live.  

What are droughts and how are they affecting our world? 

 Droughts happen when there is not enough rain for a long period of time.  

 It's not like a dry spell - there is so little precipitation (rain, snow, sleet or any kind of moisture) 
that a whole region starts to dry out . 

 This impacts on water resources and agriculture production, cause soil erosion, reduce carbon 
sequestration and overall contribute to land degradation.  

What are forest fires and how are they affecting our world? 

 A forest fire is a type of wildfire. Other types of wildfires are grass fires and hill fires.  

 Forest fires are very big, out of control fires that take place in forests. They are most common in 
summer.  

 As with most fires, wildfires have the potential to pollute the air, water and land. Wildfires may 
also contribute to climate change by releasing carbon stored in vegetation and peat soils.  

What is air pollution and 
how is it affecting our 
world? 

 Air pollution refers 
to the presence of 
dangerous or poison-
ous substances and 
chemicals in the air 
that we breathe.  

 These substances can 
have harmful effects 

Applying Past Knowledge: This learning links with the lessons you had in Autumn Term, learning about the Amazon 

Rainforest. This also links to last year’s earning when you learnt about sustainable farming and ways to save the planet.  
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What can we do? What does the future hold? 


