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Adaptation is when a plant or animal has
cho.nged in some way, over a long per'Lod of time,
to be better suited to the environment in which it
lives.

Camels have long eyelashes .
to protect their eyes from the

sand.

Thel:] also have large, wide,
flat ]"eet to help them walk

on the sand without s'mk'mg.

Cacti grow in the desert

which is hot and scmdtj.
. Thetj have spines

instead o]° leaves to protect
them from being eaten by

predators.

. Thelj have a thick, waxy
skin which helps reduce the

amount of water they lose.

. Thetj have shallow, wldespread roots which

allow fast absorption when it rains.

. Thetj have larqe, thick stems which allow

them to store water until thetd need it.
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Mary Anning: palaeontologist and
fossil collector. She lived in Dorset
and found her first fossil at the age
of 12 in 18Il

Charles Darwin: famous for belnq the

founder of the theory of Evolution
which he based on evidence he
m collected whilst exploring the
Galapagos Islands.
Alfred Wallace: independently from
Darwin thought of the theory of

Evolution htmself but was beaten to !
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publtclslnq it blj Darwin.
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(" 5. Who is Who?
When parents have of_fspr'mg, thelj pass on their

physical traits. The offspring inherit their parents’
qualities. This means that most offspring look like
their parents but they are not identical. The

oﬁsprtng may take characteristics from the father,

the mother or a mixture of both.

Traits you ean inherit Traits you ean't inherit

elje,n’hcl.ir;"shi.rl colour, a good singing voice,
shape of nose,

size of feet,

ability to play football,
drawing skills
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suited - fits into the environment well.

adapted - the blologlcal way an animal
adjusts to a new environment.

offspring - the young of a person or
llv'mg th'mg.

characteristics - a ]’eature or quallttj
belonq'mq to a person or t'Lv'an thlnq.

variation - a difference between
individual

llv'mq thlnqs.

inherited - When you receive a
characteristic from an ancestor.

fosslls— The remains or impression of a
prehlstorlc plant or animal preserved in
rock.

evolution- where dlﬁerent llv'mg thlngs
have developed from earlier forms

durlng the h'LstorLj o]" the earth.

Natural selection— when organisms that
are best suited to their environment
survive and pass on their genettc traits.
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Applying Past Knowledge

Year 5: L'Lv'mq Thlngs & L'Lfe CleteS

Year L4: Cl.CLSSthji.nq L'Lv'Lng Th'mqs

Year 3: Plants, rocks and how animals

move.

Year 2: L'Lfe C|:|cles
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BASILOSAURUS
Earth millions o]" years ago. 40.4-33.9 MILLION YEARS AGO

Fossils provide Lnformatlon about l'Lv'Lng th'mgs that inhabited the
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