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1. What is the past and what does it     

     mean? 

The past is an event or action that has 

already happened.  

We are now in 2024, there has been 

thousands of years before us that we 

call the past.  

A Change Over Time 
How has school life changed over time? 

2. What can I do now that I couldn’t 

do in the past? 

In the past we were babies, toddlers 

and also in Reception. 

The present is an event or action 

that is happening now. Right now we 

are in Year 1. 

We can use a timeline to put our 

lives in  chronological order.  

4. How has my school changed over 

time? 

Hillcross Primary School opened in 1936. 

It lived through World War 2 and used 

to be a middle school. 

3. What was it like when my grandparents went to school? 

Life was slightly different when our parents/carers were little, but life was very 

different when our grandparents were little. People played with different toys, 

and they were taught different lessons. They had no technology and harsher 

school rules and punishments.  

Key Vocabulary 

difference how something is unlike 

something else 

history it is the study of the past 

past an event or action that has   

already happened 

present  event or action that is    

happening now 

chronological 

order 

arranged in the order that 

it happened 

past present 


