
Hillcross Primary School 

 Year 4 Knowledge organisers  Spring 2 

Natural Disasters: How do volcanoes and earthquakes shape our world? 

2. What is a volcano and how are they formed? 

4 & 5. Why do people live near volcanoes? 

 Volcanic rock and ash provide fertile land which re-
sults in a higher crop yield for farmers. 

 Tourists are attracted to the volcano, which increases 
money to the local economy. 

Applying Past Knowledge 
You will use your past knowledge of physical and human geography 
to understand that Natural Disasters is physical geography.  You 
will use the skills you learnt of using an Atlas to find different 
physical features on a map. 

crust The outermost layer of Earth.  

tectonic 
plate 

Pieces of the Earth’s crust connected 
together. 

magma 
Hot, liquid rock located below the 
Earth’s surface. 

mantle 
The second  layer in the structure of 
Earth. 

inner/  
outer core 

The  two sections at centre of Earth. 

1. What is beneath our feet? 

3. What are earthquakes and how are they formed? 


