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4. Who was Emmeline Pankhurst and why was she 
significant? 
 She was brought up in a politically active 

family 
 She was a leader of the women's rights 

movement during the 1800s and early 1900s 
 She worked for 40 years to achieve equal 

voting rights for men and women 
 She was a member of the WSPU 

 Have we always had equal, democratic rights?   

5. What was ‘The Cat and Mouse Act’? 
 To prevent any Suffragettes on hunger strike from 

dying in prison, Parliament introduced the “Cat and 
Mouse” Act.  

 
 This meant that hunger-strikers were temporarily 

released from prison until they recovered – before 
being re-arrested and locked up again!  

1. What was life like for men and women in the 19th century? 
 Men would need to be educated and have training so that they could earn 

the salary ( known as bread winners) 
 Women were expected to be homemakers – staying at home and raising 

children 
 Men had rights to a democratic vote – they had the final say in any 

decision making – women would seek permission. 

Key Vocabulary 

Democracy Democracy allows everyone to have their 

voice heard and vote. 

Militant  Aggressive or violent behaviour, in pursuit 

of a political cause. 

Petition  A formal written request of application to 

ask for something or challenge something. 

Propaganda Adverts and ideas designed to make peo-

ple think a certain way. 

Suffrage The right to vote in political elections. 

Playing Cat and Mouse 

2.  Who were the Suffragettes and what did 
they do? 
 A group of women who fought for Women’s 

Rights 

3.  What is the Peterloo Massacre and why 
did it happen? 
 16th August 1819 over 50,000 people 

gathered in St Petersfield in Manchester 
to protest for the right to vote. By the 
end of the day, it lead to the death of 
10-20 people with more than 400 
injured. 

6  What were the political consequences of the Suffragette movement and how 
has it impacted life today? 
 Women have more equality and they now have the right to vote. 


