
 
Year 5 English Curriculum Overview 

 
Autumn Term 

Projects:  

 
 

Whole Class 
Reading: 

  
Poetry: Structured Poetry: Rhyming Couplets – Children to write their own rhyming poem - ABAB 

Text Type: Year 5  Place Value 
for Grammar and 

Punctuation 
Sequence of 

Learning 

Narrative - Finding Tale Recount- Diary  Biography- Link to Dynamic 
Dynasties project 

Narrative - Video Stimulus 

Purpose:   To Entertain To Recount To Recount To Entertain 

Writing 
Outcome: 

Children will create 
‘short burst’ 
independent 

writing where they 
can practise the 

grammar skill 
covered in the 

lesson. 

Children write their own 
'Finding Tale' based on 
'Ben and the Goblin'. 

 
Read to Year 4 

Linking to Beetle Boy, 
children to write diary 

entries, taking on the role 
of characters from the 

story. 
 
 

Children to write a biography 
about  a significant figure in the 

Shang Dynasty - Fu Hao 
 

Children to read their biographies 
out loud in teams. 

Children to watch the animation 
'One Small Step' and write a 

narrative of the events. 
 

Share with Year 2 

Core Grammar 
Skills to Focus 
on: 

Shared Sentence 
Definition: 
 
'A sentence is a 
complete thought 
which has a 
subject (who) and 
verb (what 
doing/what 
being).' 
 
●​ Common and 

Proper Nouns 

●​ Collective and 

Partitive 

Nouns 

●​ Abstract 

Nouns 

●​ Verbs -to be 

●​ Verbs - action 

●​ Double 

Consonant 

Verbs 

●​ Irregular 

Action Verbs 

●​ Subject Verbs 

●​ Building 

Sentences 

Underlying Structure to 
Follow: 
1. MC leaves safe place. 
2. MC arrives in setting 
which is described. 
3. MC finds an item. 
4. Monster appears. 
5. MC escapes and 
learns a lesson. 
(Could change- setting, 
monster or/and hero) 
 
●​ FANTASTICS- senses 

●​ ASPICE - different 

ways to start a 

sentence 

●​ Subordinate 

Conjunctions - 

AWHITEBUS  

●​ Expanded noun 

Phrases and 

Prepositional 

Phrases 

●​ Punctuating Direct 

Speech 

●​ Nouns and Pronouns 

for Cohesion 

Non-Fiction Structure: 
●​ Date/Time 

●​ Salutation 

●​ Events in the order 

they happened 

●​ Concluding Paragraph 

●​ Sign off 

 
●​ FANTASTICS- senses 

●​ ASPICE - Different 

ways to start a 

sentence 

●​ First Person Pronouns 

and Past Tense 

●​ Subordinating 

Conjunctions - 

AWHITEBUS 

●​ Parenthesis 

●​ Relative Clauses 

●​ Modal Verbs 

 

Non-Fiction Structure: 
●​ Title 
●​ Introductory/Overview 

Paragraph 
●​ Key Event Paragraphs 

(childhood events, early life 
and achievements, later life 
and achievements) 

●​ Concluding Paragraph 
 
 
●​ Adverbials to show TIME 

(several years later) and PLACE 

(across the ravine etc) 

●​ Expanded Noun Phrases 

●​ Nouns and Pronouns for 

cohesion 

●​ Subordinating Conjunctions - 

AWHITEBUS 

●​ Parenthesis 

●​ Relative Clauses 

●​ Modal Verbs 

●​ Bullet Points (if appropriate) 

 

●​ FANTASTICS- senses 

●​ ASPICE - different ways to start 

a sentence 

●​ Subordinate Conjunctions - 

AWHITEBUS  

●​ Expanded noun Phrases and 

Prepositional Phrases 

●​ Punctuating Direct Speech 

●​ Nouns and Pronouns for 

Cohesion 

 

Core Oracy 
Skills Focus: 

Physical: opportunities for children to 
read out writing to Year 4 children. 

 

Linguistic: children to read 
diaries to each other (focus on 

humour). 

Cognitive: children to evaluate 
language of their biographies. 

Social and Emotional: sharing 
writing with Year 2 

Spelling Focus 
(Grammarsaurus): 

 

●​ Vowels and 

Consonants 

●​ Compound 

Words 

●​ Morphology 

1.  Non Chronological Morpheme 
Assessment. 
2. Teach: 

 
 

1.  Recount Morpheme Assessment. 
2. Teach: 

 

1.  Setting Morpheme Assessment. 
2. Teach: 

 

 
 

https://www.taikostudios.com/one-small-step.html


 
Year 5 English Curriculum Overview 

 
Spring Term 

Projects:  

 
 

Whole Class 
Reading: 

  
Poetry: Free Verse:  children to create a ‘MORERAPS’ poem 

Text Type: Information Text- Shang Dynasty Information Text- Police Report 
 

Narrative - Traditional Tale Explanation- Process/Life Cycle 

Purpose:  To Inform To Inform / Describe To Entertain To Explain 

Writing 
Outcome: 

Children to write an information 
text about Everyday Life in the 

Shang Dynasty 
 

Share with Year 6 

Linking to 'The London Eye Mystery', 
children to write a formal, police 

report about Salim going missing on 
the London Eye. 

Children to read Hansel and Gretel 
and write their own narrative 

inspired by the events in the story. 
 

Share within Year group 

Children to use science learning to 
write the life cycle of a frog. 

 
Share with Reception 

Core Grammar 
Skills to Focus 
on: 

Non-Fiction Structure: 
●​ Title 
●​ Classification/ Context 

Statement 
●​ Key Feature Paragraphs 
●​ Significance 
 
Suggested Structure: 
1. Introduction and Geography  
2. Oracle bones and Early Writing 
3. The Bronze Age technology 
4. Social Heirachy 

 

●​ Relative Clauses  

●​ Parenthesis 

●​ Modal Verbs 

●​ Advervials for cohesion across 

paragraphs 

●​ Nouns and Pronouns for 

cohesion  

 

 

Non-Fiction Structure: 
●​ Incident Summary (Case 

Reference, Investigating Officer 

Name, Date, Time, Location) 

●​ Summary (overview of event) 

●​ Missing Person Profile 

(Character Description) 

●​ Witness Statements (opposing 

character viewpoints) 

 
●​ Formal Tone e.g. swapping nouns 

and verbs for accuracy - 

investigated, observed, 

disappeared 

●​ Relative Cllauses e.g. Salim Malik, 

who is eleven-years-old, was… 

●​ Modal Verbs e.g. the suspect 

must have… 

●​ Subordinating Conjunctions - 

AWHITEBUS 

●​ Adverbials for Cohesion e.g. In 

addition to this, Furthermore… 

●​ Brackets, dashes or commas for 

parenthesis 

●​ Inverted Commas to show 

speech 

●​ Sspeech of Three (speech + 

reported clause + action) 

●​ Expanded Noun Phrases 

●​ Nouns and Pronouns for 

cohesion 

●​ Subordinating Conjunctions - 

AWHITEBUS 

●​ FANTASTICS- senses 

●​ ASPICE - a range of ways to 

start a sentence 

●​ Figurative Language 

 

Non-Fiction Structure: 
●​ Title  

●​ General Statement - what the 

explanation is about 

●​ Parts/ Stages e.g. There are 

three main stages in the 

development of a frog 

●​ Key Points Paragraphs 

●​ Summary Paragraph 

●​ Relative Clauses 

●​ Adverbials to show Cause and 

Effect e.g. As a result, 

Consequently 

●​ Fronted Adverbials to show 

Time, Place and Manner (How) 

●​ Modal Verbs 

●​ Brackets, dashes and commas 

for parenthesis 

Core Oracy 
Skills Focus: 

Physical: opportunities for children 
to read out writing to Year 6 

children. 

Linguistic: children to read out 
reports out loud to the class. 

Cognitive: children to  read to 
children in Year 5. 

Social and Emotional: sharing 
explanation texts  with Reception. 

Spelling Focus 
(Grammarsaurus): 

 

1. Diary Morpheme Assessment. 
2. Teach:  
 

 
 
 

1. Speech  Morpheme 
Assessment. 
2. Teach:  

 

1. Instructions  
Morpheme 
Assessment. 
2. Teach:  

 

1. Teach:  

 

1. Narrative  Morpheme 
Assessment. 
2. Teach:  

 
 

 

 

 



 
Year 5 English Curriculum Overview 

 

 
Summer Term 

Projects:  

 
 

Whole Class 
Reading: 

  

Poetry: Published Poet: Cloud Busting by Malorie Blackman 

Text Type: Narrative - Myth 
 

Information - Mythical Monsters Persuasion - Speech Narrative/Non-Fiction 

Purpose:  To Entertain To Inform To Persuade  

Writing 
Outcome: 

Using Theseus and the Minotaur as 
a stimulus, children to write 

'Defeating the Monster' myth. 

Using Odysseus as a stimulus, 
children to write their own mythical 

creature fact file. 

Children write a persuasive speech 
from the perspective of Odysseus 
trying to restore order and inspire 

them to keep sailing. 

Teachers to choose a Picture Book 
as a stimululs for children to write 
a narrative or non-fiction outcome 

based on this. 
Core Grammar 
Skills to Focus 
on: 

Children will learn this narrative 
through a Text Map. 
 
Underlying Structure to Follow: 
1. MC and monster are introduced. 
2. MC leaves to face the monster. 
3. MC travels to danger zone and is 
helped. 
4. MC fights and defeats monster. 
5. MC escapes and learns a lesson. 
(Could change- setting, monster 
or/and hero) 
 
●​ FANTASTICS- senses 

●​ ASPICE - Different ways to start 

a sentence 

●​ Expanded Noun Phrases 

●​ Subordinate Conjunctions- 

AWHITEBUS 

●​ Range of sentences- simple, 

compound, complex. 

●​ Sentence of three for action 

and pace 

●​ Rhetorical Questions - inner 

thoughts 

●​ Inverted commas for speech 

Non-Fiction Structure: 
●​ Title - Animal Name 

●​ Classification/Context - 

introduce animal 

●​ Key Feature Paragraphs 

●​ Summary Statement 

●​ Diagram - what does your 

creature look like? 

 
●​ Parenthesis 

●​ Relative Clauses 

●​ Passive Voice 

●​ Modal verbs 

●​ Range of sentences - see 

progression poster 

●​ Subheadings 

Non-Fiction Structure: 
●​ My Point of View 

●​ First Argument supporting my 

POV 

●​ Second Argument 

●​ Third Argument 

●​ Summary of my point of view 

 
●​ Modal Verbs 

●​ Rhetorical Questions 

●​ The Power of Three (using 

expanded noun phrases e.g. 

We deserve to see our 

beautiful homeland, our loyal 

families and the peaceful 

shores of Ithaca. 

●​ Subordinate Conjunctions- 

AWHITEBUS 

●​ Fronted Adverbials of Manner 

(emotive) e.g. With deep 

regret, With urgency,  

Teachers to use their assessment 

information to plan in 

opportunites for children to apply 

identified writing skills. 

Core Oracy 
Skills Focus: 

Physical: opportunities for children 
to read and perform myths out 

loud. 

Linguistic: share writing across year 
group. 

Cognitive: children to read 
speeches across year group. 

Social and Emotional: sharing 
writing created, inspired by their 

picture book focus. 
Spelling Focus 
(Grammarsaurus): 

 

1. Science Morpheme Assessment. 
2. Teach: 
 

 
 
 

1.  Teach: 
 

 

1. Setting 
Morpheme 
Assessment. 
2. Teach: 

 
 

1. Teach: 
 

 
 

1. Persuasive Morpheme 
Assessment. 
2. Teach: 
 

 

 

 



 
Year 5 English Curriculum Overview 

 

 

 

Year5 Writing Progression Poster 

 

 

National Curriculum Expectations Example Sentences 

Grammar objectives: 
Sentence 

●​ Relative clauses beginning with or without a relative pronoun 
●​ Indicating degrees of possibility using adverbs or modal verbs 

Punctuation 
●​ Use of brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 
●​ Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity 

●​ Through the small crack in the castle door, Jack could see the enormous 
giant who was asleep in the kitchen. 

●​ A magnificent castle, which had a huge front door, stood on top of the 
clouds. 

●​ Tiptoeing past the sleeping giant, Jack wondered whether he could make it 
out of the castle alive. 

●​ The giant was certainly going to be angry when he noticed his harp was 
missing. 

 

 

Small steps in learning – paragraphing through Year 5 

●​ Developing cohesion: linking ideas within paragraphs using adverbials of time, place, and cause. 

●​ Developing cohesion: linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time, place and number. 

●​ Developing cohesion: linking ideas across paragraphs through tense choices e.g. reflecting back: he 

remembered that he had met her before. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HRyBryENlys3SQhG7nxsAHZzyyHAMIA_/view?usp=drive_link


 
Year 5 English Curriculum Overview 

 
 
 

 

Small steps in learning – expanded noun phrases through Year 5 

Prior knowledge/ learning experiences:  
●​ Pupils can add details to fiction and non-fiction writing, through the use of noun phrases expanded through 

the addition of modifying adjectives, and preposition phrases. 

Makes precise, varied, and effective use of taught structures for expanded noun phrases from LKS2, with 
modifiers before and after the noun. 

Understands that a relative pronoun refers back to a noun e.g. which, that, who. 

Understands that a relative clause post-modifies a noun, adding further information for the reader e.g.: 
●​ the schoolboy who had lost his bag 

●​ a raggedy jacket which appeared out of nowhere 

●​ burning meteors that darted across the summer night’s sky 

Can identify relative clauses in their reading, identifying the relative pronoun as well as the noun to which it 
refers. 

Is able to expand a noun through the use of relative clauses in fiction and non-fiction writing. 

Chooses vocabulary precisely with careful thought for the audience, purpose and genre of their writing. 

 


