Year 6 SATs Information.
A guide to the KS2 SATs

Curriculum Evening
8th September 2022

Year 6 SATs Information
meeting.

Aims of the meeting:
● To explain what SATs are.
● To explain the subjects which are
assessed and how they are assessed.
● To confirm important key dates.
● To explain how the school will
support your child.
● To suggest ways in which you can
support your child.

What are SATs?
❖ SATs

stands for Standard Assessment Tests.
❖ KS2 SATs are compulsory for all children in
England in year 6 working within the KS2
curriculum (years 3 to 6).
❖ KS2 SATs will test a child's learning
throughout KS2 (years 3 to 6).

Children will be
assessed in…
❖ Grammar, punctuation and Spelling;
❖ Reading,
❖ Writing,
❖ Maths,
❖ Science,

Children will sit tests in:
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling;
❖ Reading, and
❖ Maths
❖

Children will be teacher assessed in:
Writing, and
❖ Science
❖

English SATs
Your child will sit three tests in English.
❖ Grammar, punctuation and spelling (GPS) - 45 minutes
❖ Spelling test - 20 minutes

❖ Reading test - 1 hour

Writing is teacher assessed.
All pieces of writing across the year will be used to make a judgement on the
skills your child is able to use.

Grammar, Punctuation &
Spelling (GPS) papers.
Your child will sit 2 separate papers for spelling and GPS.

❖ Grammar, punctuation and spelling (GPS) - 45 minutes
This is a written paper requiring short answers. It assesses
their grammar, punctuation and spelling knowledge.
❖ Spelling test - 20 minutes
This is a written paper requiring children to write down 20
words, spelling them correctly using spelling rules they have
learnt. The spellings are read out to them by a Hillcross staff
member.

Examples of questions from GPS
past papers.

Examples of questions from spelling
past paper

The class teacher
will read the
sentences out
containing the word
they need to spell.
Children write their
answer on the
correct line.

Reading paper
Your child will sit 1 reading paper.

❖ Reading test - 1 hour
This is a written paper where your child will answer questions
based on 3 different passages of text (fiction, non-fiction or
poetry) and will usually be closely linked to the wider
curriculum to enable them to use their knowledge of other
subjects such as history, science, geography or music.

Examples of questions from reading
past papers.

Writing
Your child will NOT sit a writing test however all the
writing your child produces in class this year is
assessed against the teaching standards.

We can only use the Teacher Assessment
Framework. (TAFs)
❖Writing must include all the elements to be
assessed at Year 6 standard.
❖

Teacher
assessment
Framework
at the end of
Key Stage 2Writing

Maths SATs
Your child will sit three tests in Maths.
❖ Paper 1: Arithmetic - 30 minutes

❖ Paper 2: Reasoning - 40 minutes
❖ Paper 3: Reasoning - 40 minutes

Maths Paper 1: arithmetic
Your child will sit the arithmetic paper first.
❖ Arithmetic test - 30 minutes
This is a written paper where your child will answer 36
questions based on the 4 operations (addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division). They will need
to use formal written strategies to solve calculations
which include long multiplication and division and
fractions, decimals and percentages.

Examples of questions from Arithmetic past papers.

Maths paper 2 & 3:
Reasoning
Your child will sit the reasoning papers next.
❖ Reasoning tests - 40 minutes each
These are written papers where your child will answer 20
questions which assess your child’s ability to solve
problems within real life situations. They will need to use
their knowledge and understanding of maths to apply
their understanding. Often they will need to use more
than one are of maths to solve one problem.

Examples of questions from the reasoning past
papers.

Science
Your child will NOT sit a science test however all the
science knowledge your child has gained from year 3
to 6 will be collated, and one science assessment will
be reported to parents.

Key dates
KS2 SATs will take place on May 8th – May 11th 2023
Date

SAT paper

Mon 8th May

GPS: Paper 1 (GPS written paper - 45 minutes)
GPS: Paper 2 (Spelling paper - 20 minutes)

Tues 9th May

Reading Test (1 hour)

Weds 10th May

Math: Paper 1 (Arithmetic - 30 minutes)
Maths: Paper 2 (Reasoning paper 1 - 40 minutes)

Thurs 11th May

Maths: Paper 3 (Reasoning paper 2 - 40 minutes)

How will the results be
reported?
Subject

How will it be reported?

GPS

Both papers will be added together and you will receive a
scaled score based on the test alone.

Reading

You will receive a scaled score based on the test alone.

Maths

All 3 papers will be added together and you will receive a
scaled score based on the test alone.

Writing

You will receive one reported assessment based on teacher
assessment.

Science

You will receive one reported assessment based on teacher
assessment.

How will the results be
reported?
Each child is given a scaled score as a number.
This is based on their raw score – the number of marks they receive in
a test.
❖

Children may achieve a score of:
■
■
■

Below 100, meaning they have not achieved the ‘expected standard’
100, meaning that they have reached the ‘expected standard’
Above 100, meaning that they have exceeded the ‘expected standard’

A child who reaches the expected standard (100 or above) is
considered to be ready for the next stage of their education.
❖ Scaled scores at KS2, GOV.UK – STA
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/scaled-scores-at-key-stage-2
❖

How will Hillcross support
your child?
To support each child and develop confidence in their ability to apply
what we have taught we use:
❖ Past papers and sample materials
❖ CGP Books
❖ Early morning and ‘on the boil’ challenge activities.
❖ Regular ‘SATs Style’ questions in teaching
❖ English & Maths additional support
❖ Small group work
❖ Homework Tasks
❖ Websites
❖ Easter holiday revision

How will Hillcross support
your child?
To support each child we will also:
❖ Have a calm and relaxed approach both before and during the tests
❖ Provide all equipment necessary to complete the tests
❖ Provide a breakfast get together in the week of SATs.
❖ Hold tests in small groups, in calm classroom environments and in
small offices to support each child carefully.

How can you support your
child?
In Reading:
❖
❖

❖

❖

Ensure they read for a minimum of 10 minutes everyday.
Ask your child about the book they are reading. It is important they have
a deeper understanding of the texts they read. (e.g. How does the writer
develop tension? In what ways has the character changed from the beginning of
the text to the end?)
Read a variety of texts (newspapers, fiction, non-fiction,
poetry, different genre's of fiction and non-fiction.)
Use reading to develop other areas of English too. (e.g. identify the
grammar used; the techniques the author uses; spellings; features of that
genre)

How can you support your
child?
In GPS:
❖

❖
❖

❖

❖

Help your child to understand the grammatical terminology they need
to know.
Ask them to use grammatical terminology in their writing.
Help your child to understand how and where different
punctuation marks are used and encourage their use in home learning
tasks.
Recap spelling rules. Use these rules when they are writing and identify
these in their reading.
Link their grammar knowledge through their reading.

How can you support your
child?
In Maths:
❖

❖

❖

Ensure your child can quickly recall all their multiplication tables in
and out of order & the related division facts.
Discuss their reasoning when problems solving e.g. ask them to
explain how they can be sure their answer is correct.
Help them to develop links between different areas of Maths to
encourage them to use and apply their understanding e.g. negative
numbers linked to temperature and coordinates.

How can you support your
child?
In general:
❖ Please do not practice SAT papers from the years 2018, 2019 or 2022 as
these will be used as mock papers within school.
❖ Ensure your child gets a good night's sleep the weekend before SATs
and during the week of SATs. An early night would be great!
❖ Ensure they have some relaxed time where they do something they
enjoy (but maybe something that isn’t too dangerous as we don’t want
any broken bones!)
❖ Keep positive to help your child keep positive.
❖ Have a calm & relaxed approach.
❖ Ensure your child attends school everyday from now on as this will
support your child to feel confident and not have gaps in their
understanding.
❖ Don’t make any appointments for your child or have time off during
SATs week.
❖ Ensure your child is on time for school especially during SATs week.

Useful websites
English
❖ BBC Bitesize - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn
❖ https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
❖ IXL English | Topics
❖ t2-e-3429-sats-survival-year-6-parents-grammar-punctuation-ampvocabulary-practice-and-rev_ver_6.pdf (greenway.herts.sch.uk)
Maths
❖ Times table rock stars
❖ Times Tables Games - www.teachingtables.co.uk
❖ General Maths - http://uk.ixl.com/math/year-6
❖ Topmarks
❖ BBC Bitesize KS2 Maths - BBC Bitesize
❖ Woodlands Junior

